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April 1, 20 14 

The Honorable Jack Kingston 
C hairman 
Subcommittee on Labor, 1-IHS & Education 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Congress 
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Rosa DeLaura 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Labor, HHS & Education 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Congress 
I 016 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chairman Kingston and Ranking Member DeLaura, 

We are writing to thank you for your previous support for the Office of Museum Services (OMS) 
at the Institute ofMuseum and Library Services (lMLS) and to urge the Subcommittee to support 
robust funding for OMS in the FY 2015 Labor, Health and Human Services and Education 
Appropriations bill. The Office of Museum Services is cunently authorized to receive $38.6 
million annually. 

Despite its small size, the IML S Office of Museum Services is the largest dedicated source oF 
iuves1ment in our nation' s more than 17,:1 00 rTtuscums, which employ over 400,000 Arnerica:-1s 
and dirl·rtly contribute $21 billion to the U.S. ~conorny each year. OMS funding multipli.es this 
e C(J t\Olli ii.: impact by helping museums n·ach more visitors and spur community development. In 
?.dd ition to the economic benefits of this funding, OiviS grants also support museums' 
advancements in areas such as technology , lifelong community learning, and conservation .3nd 
preservation. These successes notw ithstanding, only a small fraction of the nation's museuw:.; 
are cutTentl y being reached and many highly rated grant applications go unfunded. 

The demand for museum services is greater than ever. At a time when school resources are 
strained and many families are struggling to make ends meet, museums are working overtime tv 
fi11 the gaps. Every year, museums provide more than 18 million instructional hours to 
schoolchildren, bring art, science and cultural heritage into communities, and partner with other 
non profits to meet the specific needs of their local population. In addition, our nation's 
museums are opening their doors to more people than ever with over 850 million visits each ye::~r 
- with many of these visitors offered free or reduced admission. Museums are also part of a 
robust nonprofit community working to address a wide range of our nation's greatest challenges, 
from conducting medical research to hosting supervi sed visits for the family comt system, aJJ cl 
from creating energy efficient public buildings to collecting food for needy families. 

In 20 I 0, the Institute of Museum and Library Services was unanimously reauthorized by both the 
House and Senate. The agency is highly accountable, and its competitive, peer-reviewed grants 
leverage significant private resources while supporting museums in every state. There­
authorization contained several provis ions to further suppOtt museums, particularly at the state 
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level, but many of the recently authorized activities ca1mot be accomplished without sustained 
fu nding. 

We urge the Subconunittee to support robust funding for the IMLS Office of Museum Services 
for FY15 to support the important work museums are doing in our communities . This vital 
funding will aid museums of all types and enable them to continue bolstering the economy, 
serving our schools and communities, and preserving our cultural heritage for future generations. 

Again, we appreciate the Subcommittee's prior support for OMS and request this investment to 
s trengthen and sustain the work of our nation's museums. 

Sincerely, 
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Leonard Lance 

Louise M . Slaughter 

Rober1 Brady 

~~ 
James R . Langevin Jim limes 

~1/~ ~_:-7u~~ 
David N. Cicilline Ann McLane Kuster 

Lloyd Doggett Kathy Castor 
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Mike Doyle 

Mark Pocan William R. Keating 

Brad Schneider 

Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan Gerald E. Connolly 

Filemon Vela 
\ 

sm..-&-~...: 
Suzanne Bonamici 
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Tulsi Gabbard 

Cheri Bustos 

Theodore E. Deutch 

Tim Walz 

~Q~··-
Earl Blumenauer 

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott 

~· ~ .. ~ 
Pedro R. Pierluisi 

• -
Chellie Pingree 
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Ed Perlmutter 

A(d{lu ~ <M(]i -
Matt Cartwright 

Tony Cardenas 

Raul Grijalva 

~~ 
Dave Loebsack 

Sean Patrick Maloney Carol Shea-Potter 
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John Delaney 

Daniel W. Lipinski 
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Mike Michaud 

-
Collin C. Peterson 

Danny K. Davis 

Eliot L. Engel 
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Henry A. Waxman Richard E. Neal 

Lois Capps 

olm Tierney 
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Keith Elli son 
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Gwen Moore 

Bruce Braley 

Chaka Fattah 

~~0~~ ... 

John D. Dingell 

~~ 
Tim Murphy 

Alcee L. Hastings 
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Bill Pascrell, Jr. 

Luis Gutierrez 

C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 

Linda T. Sanchez ~ 
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Doris Matsui Jim Gerlach 

Ben Ray Lujan 

Dina Titus 

Charles B. Rangel 
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